HUMAN SKAB IS A IO YEAR OLD KID WHO PLAYS
AFRICAN MUSIC WITH BUCKETS AND SPOONS. HIS
ADDRESS IS PO BX 1130 elma wa 98541
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OF AFRICANS TFIRST KID TO H IT THE RADIO
PHONE GOOF OFF BEIN BAD PIANO CONCERT
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“Human Skab-is a.ten year old kid who
plays African Music with buckets and
spoons,” reads the liner notes. It seems
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who call themselves Human Skabs are pre-
sented to your readers as a family to be ad-
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Kids sing about what they know as if everyone did the same.
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. | ’ They haven't figured out yet that adults usually milk romantic
cliches and editorial commentary rather than first-hand
experience. Then again, kids excel at the survival skill of
sussing out what they can get away with. A cassette from a

RY JoN mohawked ten-year-old in Elma, WA unabashadly sums up real
o MRS lile as it bombards him. It sounds like feedback without
=

. judgment-- but just because subtlety and irony aren't standard
Uﬂb‘ﬂ THE V.ADUCT grade school vocabulary doesn't mean they're not working
UNDE ] THE ﬁ,qi [gcp,t, TRACK between the lines, in a sarcastic young brain.
UNCE R THE /i AnucT At first Human Skab sounds like what Calvin from the Calvin

youd FiNP <

7 HAT 30 & st Rldow and Hobbes strip might come up with, as manically prefaced by,

Vs FAND GIasS - A "Mad? Hahahhaha! Mad they called me when I twisted the heads
Y You Finp THE AN aF TRE CEAD (i1 the Barbies at Child World. Mad, when I launched Susie
".A/“‘ ! ool EE oM THE Teacks 7 in a homemade missile. And now I've got a microphone, I'l

| LAY o ’f:t,{ LoNT CARE, Fb,vfc.‘ show them..."
JT T iy o =< .S " o T > 1 ! 1 i
T anY onE WHO ¢ j‘:-’f—ﬁ;' s NATYRE  No, it gocs way deeper than that. 1 think we've got a junior
! et - - & i . . . .
You H“’Q_‘;:-}—t-;—;é;\fowﬁ' ! underground zeitgeist here, the outcome of growing up with
~ou Hukl X

punk, hardcore, noisy free improv and Third World: a pre-tecn
version of Fred Frith and Johnny Rotten as Siamese twins. (Is
Skab's father an ethno -musicologist? The cassetle case is
almost info-less. H. Skab is IDed only as "10-year old kid.")

DEATH AND THE MAIDEN s ANGELA sutis BAUD T0 TEARS Shmmaiaic vtz | The music shows no respect for sounding nice. Skab plays
sk CRISIS AFTER pms:squmsug;mmﬂ!ﬂ OUT ¥ drums, guitar or squeezebox with the same spirit in which he'd
W%lﬁ'ﬂiﬂ -muhnsﬂlpi OF EVERYTHING THAT MOVES | bust a window. He gets sounds he likes out of instruments he

doesn't “play” in the conventional sense (though the sense in
which he does play would be a healthy one for more "real”
musicians to adopt). His sounds are raw, surprising, funny and
com-pletely musical. The words describe what any with-it,
middle-class kid knows: fear of bullies, the coolness of
dinosaurs, the uncoolness of John Wayne, commie-phobia,
whatever clse his parents tell him, Saturday a.m. He-Man/World
Wrestling Federation lalaland.

Is the kid's point of view ironic or simply mirrored ? I'd bet on
option #1 since he's obviously got a great sense of humor and a
lot upstairs. And do we have to label this cassette " naive art?"
Nah. You can't send a man to do a kid's job. Let's just hope
he's not burnt out by 13.

For information on getting 45 taped minutes of Human Skab
wrile 10:
Human Skab, PO Box 1130, Elma, WA

98541
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